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Word Bank 
CONCEPT DEFINITION 

Population All the organisms of the same species, who live in the same 

geographical area, and have the capability of interbreeding 

Birth rate The number of babies born in a year compared to every 1 

000 people in a country  

Death rate or 

Mortality rate 

A measure of number of deaths in a country for every 1 000 

people in one year  

Population growth 

rate 

The difference between the birth rate and death rate in a 

country (birth rate - death rate = population growth rate) 

Infant Is a baby younger than one-year-old 

Mortality Death, dying 

Life expectancy The expected number of years of life remaining at a given 

age. (average number of years a person in a specific place 

can expect to live, based on data collected from that 

country) 

Natural increase When the birth rate is higher than the death rate, more 

people are being born than are dying, so the population 

grows.  

Natural decrease When the death rate is higher than the birth rate 

Factors Things that influence what happens 

Epidemic A disease that spreads through a population very quick. 

Parasite An animal or plant that lives in or on another animal or plant 

Gastroenteritis An infection of the bowel 

Pandemic A disease that spreads across many countries/ all over the 

world. 

Status Rank or position compared with others 

Income Money received from wages 

Population 

pyramid 

A graph that shows the number of people in an area by their 

ages and gender  

Ubuntu An African word meaning ‘being caring for other people'; 

Ubuntu also means ‘I am what I am because of who we all 

are’ 

Populous Full of people  

Overpopulation Too many people for the land to feed properly 

Green Revolution A planned effort to improve farming methods and produce 

better crops, to reduce hunger in developing countries 

Eradicate Get rid of, wipe out, destroy, remove. 

Undernourished Underfed, not getting enough of the right kinds of food     
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