[image: ]

	DIRECTORATE:
	
	Private Bag X9137, Pietermaritzburg, 3200
Ex NED Building, 228 Pietermaritz Street, Pietermaritzburg, 3201 
Tel: 033 846 5139      Cell: 082 930 3266  email; synthia.busane@kzndoe.gov.za
	      Inclusive Education
       
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
FOR ATTENTION:	PRINCIPALS OF ALL PRIMARY SCHOOLS/SPECIAL SCHOOLS OFFERING NCS 

GUIDELINE DOCUMENT IN RESPECT OF THE LINK PROVIDED TO YOU FOR 
SCREENING, IDENTIFICATION, ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT OF ALL FOUNDATION PHASE LEARNERS AS PER THE SIAS POLICY (2014)

The above matter has reference viz.:

1. SIAS (2014) Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support Policy was promulgated in 2014. Schools have been trained on this Policy since 2018. A copy is attached for your reference. 
2. As part of the Screening of all learners, the Learner Profile is to be utilized to determine if the learner may present with some barrier or not. This document is attached and allows educators to determine a potential barrier by asking for the following information amongst others viz.: 
· Disability (if any)
· Type of Social grant – for example, a person receiving a foster care grant for a learner would lead one to deduce that the learner has no parents or has been removed from their parents (This can result in emotional barriers); a learner in receipt of a care dependency grant would mean that the learner was diagnosed by someone has having some form of a disability/ barrier
· Child’s growth information 
· Prenatal or postnatal information – This can provide insight into the early development of the learner and if there were any complications.
The above are examples of how the tool assists with screening. In most cases some information to complete this tool, will be required from parents or guardians.

3. The learner Profile is to be completed for all learners in the phase and is usually completed at the beginning of an academic year. 
4. Should the screening process using this tool, reveal that the learner requires additional support, the class teacher is required to begin support of the learner by utilizing the SNA 1 Document from the Policy. 
5. Should this support (within a reasonable time frame) not be adequate, the matter should be escalated to the SNA 2 Level within the school. This is when the School Based Support Team (SBST) meets to discuss the learner/s. This level of intervention may offer further suggestions for support. 
6. Should all support interventions fail (within a reasonable period), schools may then refer the learner to the DBST/District SNES Sub-directorate for further deliberations on support. Please note that referrals are to be made with a package of completed information to SNES. Your District SNES will advise you on the documents they require. One of the documents the school would need to add to the package is the DBE 120. 
7. In the case of referrals (point 6 above), schools should receive feedback from SNES on the outcome of the case discussion and/or other deliberations on the referral. This maybe in the form of an SNA 3 or any other format that the district uses. 
8. If  a learner is found to  be needing a referral to a special school (FORM DBE 123b) should be completed by the district. 

9. Schools will be required to submit an electronic form capturing information on SIAS Implementation. This is in the form of a google form. Information on the implementation of SIAS is required quarterly, hence you will receive correspondence from your district officials each quarter.  


LIST OF ACRONYMS: 

· SNA – Support Needs Assessment 
· SNES – Special needs education Sub-directorate  
· DBE - Department of Basic Education 
· ISP – Individual Support Plan 
· SBST – School Based Support Team 
· DBST – District Based Support Team 
· SIAS – Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support 

We Trust the above Guideline document will assist your school in the SIAS Process. We also look forward to your positive response to the online submission that will be required to be completed. 
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